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* I wish no other herald 
“No other speaker of my living actions, 
‘To keep mine honour from corruption 
** But such an honest chronicler.” 
Shakspeare—wENRY VIIT. 
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H key when Great Britain has ceased to harass and injure 
Legislature of Kentucky ° us—when she has shewn towards us an amicable 


Monday, December 16.—Mr. Hawkins read and} disposition in the true spirit of justice—when she 
laid on the table the following resolutions: has ceased her efforts to diminish that security and 
Whereas it is deemed by the legislature of this| prosperity, which are the eternal barriers of sepa- 


state, that they have, in the name, and on behalf|ration from her power, and to impair that liberty 


of their constituents, at all times, a right to express, | and independence forced from her reluctant grasp. 
so far as their knowledge and information willena-| We could willingly have hailed a friend in a for 
ble them, the sense of the good people of this state,| mer unnatural parent, and from the experience of 
respecting the measures of the national government.| her regard to principles of justice, and reciprocal 
And acrisis in our public affairs having arrived,| good offices, have ceased to recall those wanton 
which in the opinion of this legislature calls for] cruelties that alienated us forever from her family. 
the expression of her public sentiment respecting| But when we have discovered a systematic course 
the course to be adopted, in order to resist the re-| of injury from her towards our country, evidencing 
peated, long continued and flagrant violations of} too strongly to be mistaken, an utter disregard of 
our rights, as a free and independent nation, by} almost every principle of acknowledged rights be- 
Great Britain and France, and by the former espe-} tween independent nations, endeavouring by almost 
cially—whose pretensions are an insult to our sove-}every act of violence on tthe high seas—on the 
teignty, and which if yielded to, must end in our! coasts of foreign powers with whom we were in 
entire submission to whatever they may think pro-| amity—and even in sight of our own harbours by 
per to impose. capturing and destroying our vessels: confiscating 
The people of this state, though not immediately| our property: forcibly imprisoning and torturing 
exposed to those pifatical depredations, which vex,| our fellow-citizens: condemning some to death: 
and destroy the commerce of their eastern brethren | slaughtering others, by attacking our ships of war: 
on the ocean, cannot be less deeply interested in| impressing all she can lay her hand upon, to man 
their effects. They look to the sufferings and|her vessels: bidding defiance to our seaports: in- 
wrongs of a single member as intimately affecting | sulting our national honour by every means that 
the whole body. But when an evil becomes soj| lawless force and brutality can devise: inciting the 
general and inveterate in its deleterious effects, as | savages to murder the inhabitants on our defenceless 
to threaten dissolution, unless a proper and forci-| frontiers: furnishing them with arms and ammu- 
ble remedy is applied—The state of Kentucky, | nition lately, to attack our forces: to the loss of a 
yielding to none in patriotism; in its deep rooted | number of brave men: and by every art of. power 
attachment to the sacred bond of the union; in its;and intrigue, seeking to dispose of our whole 
faithful remembrance of the price of our freedom, | strength and resources, as may suit her unrestrain- 
and in the heartfelt conviction that our posterity!ed ambition or interest—and when her very offers 
® have asacred claim upon us, to transmit to them/|of redress, go only to sanction her wrongs, and 
unimpaired, this God-like inheritance, cannot fail! seek merely arcmoval of those obstacles interposed 
to be penetrated, with any event which threatens|by our government, to the full enjoyment of her 
even to impair it; much less then, can she be in-| iniquitous benefits; we can be at no loss what course 
sensible to those daring wrongs of a foreign power, | should be pursued. 
which lead to its immediate Teitnedian: Should we tamely submit, the world ought to de- 
If the people of this state have looked up with] spise usu—We should despise ourselves—She herself 
confidence to the general government, whose func-| would despise us. sas. 
tions empowered, and whose duty imperiously} Whenshe shall learnto respect our rights, we 
called for a remedy to the evils so intolerable in/shall hasten to forget her injuries. | Wherefor®: 
their progress, and in their consequences so me-; 1. Resolved, by the general assembly- for the 
nacing—(and redress for which, has been so long} state of Kentucky, that this state feel deeply sensi- 
deiayed) it has not been without a firm, and seitled| bly, of the continued, warton, and flagrant viola- 
purpose, not always to bear the lash, nor finally to} tions by Great Britain and France, of the dearest 


become beasts of burthen. rights of the people of the United States, as a free 
Forbearance beyond a certain point, ceases to be} and independent nation: that those violations if 
moderation, and must end in entire subjection. not discontinued, and ample compensation made 


It is not the purpose of this legislature io recapit-| for them, ought to be resisted with the whole pow- 
| ulate, or enter into any argument to prove the/er of our country. 
existence and extent of those injuries, sustained} 2. Resolved, that as war seems probable so far 
from both the great belligerents of Europe. Those}|as we have any existing evidence of a sense of jus- 
Who feel, need not reason to produce the conviction | tice on the part of the government of Great Britain, 
of unjust suffering—and those, who cannot feel/that the stateof Kentucky, to the last miteof her 
Wrongs so palpable, no reasoning will cenvince. strength and resources, will contribute them to 
We wish we could have itin our , Aver tp sav, maintain the contest and support the right of their 
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their country against such lawless violations; and 
that the citizens of Kentucky, are prepared to take 
the field when called on. 

8. Resolved, that (while they have full and un- 
diminished confidence in the administration and 
general government of the United States’ in their 
opinion, the crisis calls for energetic measures; 
and that a temporising policy, while it might seem 
to remove the evil to a greaterdistance, would serve 
only to secure its continuance. 

4. Resolved, that we will most readily lend our 
support also to any measures w:.ich may be adopt- 
ed by the general government, to counteract the 
arbitrary restrictions, or unjust violations of our 
commerce by France. 

5. Resolved, that copies of the foregoing resolu- 
tiohs be transmitted: one to the president of the 
United Stites, to be by him laid before congress, 
and one to éach of our senators aud representatives 
in that. body. 


-—_— 


Legislature of North Carolina. 


Raxreicu, December 24. 
The following resolutions, expressive of their 
approbation of the general government, were adcpt- 
ed by our legislature on Saturday last; the two 
first with a very few dissenting voices, the last wna- 
nimously. 


| In general assembly, Dec. 19, 1811. 

Resolved, that the sentiments contained in the 
message of the president to the congress of the Uni- 
ted States are such as must gratify the feelings and 
udvance the welfare of a nation, sensible of its rights 
and determined to maintain and defend its sove- 
reignty and independence. 

Resolved, that the evils which we have bcen 
compelled to endure for years past, have arisen 
wholly from the unprincipled conduct of the belli- 
gerent nations of Europe. 

Resolved unanimously, That we will cheerfully 
co-operate with the general governmeni, in the 
prompt and effectual execution of such measures as 
may be deemed best calculated to promote the inte- 
rest, and secure the union, liberty and independence 
of the United Siates. 

JOS. RIDDICK, SS. 
JOHN STEELE, S. 7. C. 








Legislature of Georgia. 

MILLEDGEVILLE, (Geo,) Dec. 11.—The follow- 
ing animated report was yesterday read before the 
senate, and ordered to lie on the table. When it 

shall be taken up, we hope and belicve it will pass 
both branches of the legislature unanimously. 

The committee of the state of the republic, to 
whom was referred the governor’s communication 

enlosing the president’s message, report, 

That the important information communicated 
tc congress by ihe president’s message in relation 
to our foreign affairs, loudly admonishes the people 
of this state to suffer no circumstance to surprise 
their vigilance, or to find them unengaged in suita- 
ble preparation for any event; congress is required 
“to feel the duty of putting the United States into 
an armour and an attitude demanded by the crisis;” 
a precaution applying so forcibly to our own condi- 
tion and interests that it cannot fuil to excite a cor- 
respondent fecling of the necessity of a seasonable 
readiness. Onthe verge of hostilities with nations 
jong unmindful of the obligation of national law, it 
would be needless to enumerate their repeated 
wrongs or our unsuccessful appeals to their justice 


for redress. Should the destinies which await the 
nation, compel a vigorous resistance to the er. 
croachment so long continued upon the envied 
prosperity of our country, we will approach the 
contest, animated by the fervent conviction, that 
we shall be supported by every principle of a just 
and honourable cause. 

The conduct and charanter of our federal admin. 
istration affords us the most assured and illumined 
proofs of virtuous measures and manly. intentions 
—reflections that must embolden every patriot and 
soldier in his progress through the trying perils of 
warfare, should he be reduced to that regretted a}. 
ternative. 

It is not now for us to repose on a boasted display 
of our designs, nortorely on 4 pompous expressioy 
of our feelings, but should our services be requir. 
ed, it becomes us in the strength of calm and uni. 
ted exertions, invigorated by the constant sentiment 
of inflexible rectitude, to meet the deprecated strug. 
gle with stern and unwavering contempt of indivi. 
dual danger, convinced, that truth, reason, and 
justice will be arrayed against guilt, rapacity and 
violence. The general government doubtless feels, 
on this eventful occasion, an anxious solicitude for 
a knowledge of thé temper and sensibility of the 
nation; we will therefore, with undissembled chee:- 
fulness, hasten to declare our cordial approbation 0: 
its udministration and our confidence in its future 
determinations. 

And as an honest pledge of the sincerity of this 
declaration, we do unanimously resolve, that should 
the national legislature, in its wisdom, determine 
our interests, our rights, or our honour to have been 
outraged beyond the tardy remedy of negociation, 
and that an appeal to arms must be substituted, we 
will, under the favor of Heaven, with our consent, 
and with proud alacrity, fly to aid, maintain, and 
s! pport the government of our choice, and to de- 
fend, protect and preserve our beloved country. 


i 


Fire at Richmond. 


NannaTIvE.—We cannot paint the details of the 
scene of Thursday night—no description can do 
justice to its horrors—and there were so few pet- 
sons so cool and self collected as to accurately paint 
any part of the mass of woes which fell in a mo- 
ment upon us. Some scenes are so fraught wit) 
horror, that a delicate pencil would have to skip 
them.—Besides, time enough has net been had to 
bring together an accurate group of wees. 

It is painful to touch upen the catastrophe of those 
who have gone forever. Their ashes are in tie 
grave—but their memories are entombed in ou 
hearts. 

The generous and worthy Smith, who but a few 
days since was crowned with one of the highest 
honors which Virginia can bestow, is snatched from 
his country, his distracted family, his children ane 
his friends!! It is not certainly known ‘whethe: 
he had effected his escape from the building ard 
rushed again into the flames to save his clild- 
There is a confusion in the story, and perhaps it 
as well if it never were cieared up! 

Abraham B. Venable, the president of the bank 
of Virginia; a man who has filied our public si 
tions with very high repute; who has been in ti 
house of representatives and in the senate of the 
United States durmng the most interesting periods 
—hie too is gone! He has left no wife or childret 
but a long train of relatives and friends to W°¢? 
his loss. —!@ was in the box with ladies; he begge 











them not to be precipitate or impatient; but 
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at length driven toward a window in the lobby, 
with a crowd of others. The suffocating smoke 
came roling on. Mr. V. and some who were with 
him were thrown down. Mr. Noland fell towards 
the window and was saved; Mr. V. fell the other 
way and perished in the smoke! 

Many doubtless perished in the same way. The 
volume of smoke, which could not at first escape 
through the roof, was bent downwards; black, 
dense, almost saturated with only vapours. Many 
were suffocated by it, who might have had strength 
enough to leap the windows.—Several were saved 
by the fresh air which they inhaled at the windows, 
—or even at a cranny. 

Poor Botts! aman of astonishing assiduity and 
attainments at the bar, has perished with his wife 
and her niece—he fell perhaps a victim to his hopes, 
He thought it more prudent to: sit still with his 
wife, while the crowd passed by; but her sister in 
law, Mrs. Page, yielding to the sympathetic rmpulse 
of her fears, rushed forward and is saved.—What a 
seal has death set upon his family! At one fell 
swoop, five helpless children converted inio orphans. 

How heavily has the hand of death fallen upon 
the Harvies! Poor mourners, deeply have ye drank 
of the cup of affliction. Within five short years 
we had numbered among the dead, the venerable 
Jobn Harvie, the distinguished Lewis Harvie, 
the amiable Mrs. McCaw, and the interesting little 
boy of Doctor Brokenbrough. But by one blow, 
the distressed mother, Mrs. Harvie, has lost 
her noble and high-souled daughter, Juliana, her 
excellent son E. J. Harvie, and chat sweet little 
girl, Mary Whitelock, her beloved grand-daugh- 
ter!!! Reader, conceive if you can, what you never 
have felt. 

Lieutenant James Gibbon, of the United States 
Navy, has gone with the rest! Young as he was, 
he had tasted of the cup of affliction. He was taken 
captive in the Philadelphia, and immured in the 
prisons of Tripoli.—QOn this fatal night, he and Mr. 
John Lynch were in the same box with Mrs. Gallego, 
Miss Conyers, Mr. Venable and others—when the 
alarm was first given, they endeavoured to quiet the 
apprehensions of the ladies, but when the front 
scene was in flame, they reached over for Miss 
Conyers who had sunk motionless below—they took 
her over; they held her between them in a state of 
insensibility, her head falling over Mr. Lynch’s 
left arm. In this manner they proceeded towards the 
haed of the stairs, when Gibbon said “Lynch, leave 
Sally to me. I am strong enough to carry her; 
she is light and you can save somebody else.” Mr. 
L. replied, “God bless you, Gibbon, there is ihe 
stair,” and then turned round to seek some of the 


four feelings, to comtemplate those who seem again 
to have “re-visited the realms of light.” It is 
almost as if the grave had given them up again 
from its jaws. We are sorry, indeed, that our 
limits do not permit us to give any but hasty 
snatches and sketches of events. 

Mr. John G. Jackson was overcome by the suf: 
focating smoke and fell senseless. His last recol- 
lection was that his feet were descending; but 
whether the floor or stairway were broken or he 
had reached the descent, he was not conscious— 
but insensibly he descended to the level of the pit 
where a strong current of fresh air revived him, as 
he lay among a heap of postrate persons. He 
struggled to rise and found himself on his feet with 
a lady clinging to him and beseeching him to save 
her. With difficulty he found the door, not being 
acqauinted with the house, but at last he emerged 
with the lady, when the fire was pouring through 
the front windows, and ere they had advanced Ber 
the roof tumbled in. 

M. M. W. Hancock carried with him to the 
play, his niece, the two Miss Herons and 3 boys.— 
When the alarm was given, he did all in his power 
to save his proteges—but was at last separated from 
them all. The flames were approaching with a 
degree of furv and rapidity that was perhaps never 
exceeded. Hitherto the scene had been all bustle 
confusion and consternation; it now changed to 
one of awful horror and desperation that beggars 
all description. He attempted toreach the centre 
window in the lobby of the lower boxes. He at 
last succeeded in mounting on the head of the 
crowd betwixt him and the window, and finally 
reached it, surrounded by the unavailing and af- 
flicting cries of those suffocating around him.— 
He stepped within the window and with difficulty 
raised the lower sash—he thurst his feet out, when 
the sash was suddenly pressed down and caught 
his feet betwixt it and. the sill. He extricated one 
foot but could not the other until those behind him 
who had sufficient strength left to mount over him 
and the lower sash which kept him down, did se. 
He found himself so far gone from suffocation that 
he gave himself up as lost—the flames, however, 
rushed over his head and the mtroducrion of fresh 
air at the bottom of the window gave him new life. 
Those behind him being no longer able to keep him 
down, he with a last effort raised the sash, extri- 
cated his foot and jumped out. It gives us sincere 
pleasure to add that the three boys and girls whom 
he carried with him have all escaped with their lives. 





Mr. John Lynch was the only person who passed 
the window afier Mr. Haricock. After he had lef¢ 
poor G.ibbon, he met with a variety of horrid ad- 


other ladies. Poor Gibbon, and his lovely interest-, ventures. All was utter darkness in the lobby, and 


ing companion, sunk togethcr. 


suffocation threatencd. It was an awful crisigs— 


We must drop this recital. We have already! and but that one of ihe windows were bnrst open, 


stated the deaths of Mrs. Gerardin and her sweet 
boy—of Mrs. Gibson, whose husband is perhaps 
now on his way from Europe; what a blow upon 
his heart!—of the venerabie Mrs. Page; of Mrs, 
Lesslie; of the lovely Nancy Green, the daughter 
of Mr. Green, the manager; of the amiable Mrs. 
Robert Greenhow. The particulars of most of their 
thtes are wrapped in oblivion. ‘Their ashes are in 
the grave 

These per:shed amid the iiames—but Mrs. Pat- 
terson and M. Wm. Brown were overwhelmed by 
the crowd. 

Let us change the scene. It is a far more grate- 
ful task to describe the fate of those who have, as 


and let in fresh air; ‘he thinks all in the lobby must 
have perishec; at length he reached the window, 


since believes to have been Mr. Hancock. After 
an awful lapse, the flames were rushing on in all 
directions, his hair caught fire, hope deserted him; 


burnt alive. He rushed toward the window way- 
ing his hands as quick as possible over his head and 





clothes. This was a dreadful moment; he saw 
many drop down on each side of him suffocated— 
he window was now free, and he was scarcely on 
the bottom of it when he heard an awful crash 
vehind him. He threw himself out and providence 





at Were, miraculously escaped. It 1s some relief to preserved him, 


where he found a gentleman fixed fast, whom he | 


he was struck with horror at the idea of bring: 
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‘Mr. Robert Greenhow precipitated himself down 
the stairs over fire-brands and bodies, with his fine 
son in his arms—and was saved. 

Mr. Head Lynch made a wonderful escape with 
his child. His lady was saved by a strong man’s 
pulling her by the hair of her head over the bodies 
in the stair-way. 

Mr. Stetson fell in the lobby with his head to the 
wall—but for a crack which his mouth accidentally 
caught, he would have died for want of air—the 
fresh air that streamed through it revived him 
enough to lift his head to the window—a fresh 
draught of it revived him, and he jumped out. 

Mr. Gordon was saved in a state of insensibility. 
His lady was saved by jumping through a window 
and clinging to a man, and her little daughter 
by hanging to her manile. They had 3 children 
there and not one of them was lost. 

Several individuals were active in rescuing the 
lives of their fellow-creatures Dr. M‘Caw let 
down several from the window—Mr. Doyle, Mr. 
Grant and others, who were out, received many as 
they were let or jumped down. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGATION. 
We the committee appointed by our feliow-citi- 


‘zens “to enquire into the causes of the melancholy 


catastrophe, which took place in this city on Thurs- 
day night last; a catastrophe, which has spread a 
gloom over a whole city, and filled every eye with 
tears; have given to this melancholy duty all the 
attention in our power. We feel it due to ourselves; 


- jt was due to our weeping fellow-citizens; it was 


due to the world to collect all the lights which 
might serve to elucidate an event whose effects are 


‘so deeply written in our hearts. We have seen eve- 


person who-was behind the scenes, that was 
best able to assist our enquiries—we have heard 
their statements, and after sifting them as accu- 
rately as possible, beg leave to submit the following 
report to our afflicted citizens: 

On the night of Thursday last, the pantomine of 
“The Bleeding Nun, or, Agnes and Raymond” 


‘came on for representation after the play was over. 
‘In the first act, amongst other scenes, was the 
scene of the cottage of Baptist the robber, which 


was illuminated by a chandelier apparently hanging 
from the ceiling. When the curtain fell on the 
first act and before it rose on the second, this chan- 
delier was lifted from its position among the scene- 
ry above. It was fixed with two wicks to it; one 
only of them had been lit; yet when it was lifted 
above, this fatal lamp was not extinguished. Here 
is the first link in the chain of our disasters: The 
man who raised it does not pretend to deny it—but 
pleads that he did so in consequence of an order 
from someé person, whom he supposed authorised 


‘to direct him.—That person was behind him; the 


voice had reached him without his seeing the person, 
and he does not pretend positively to recognise him. 
We have not the most distant idea that there was 
the slightest mischievous intention in the order or 
in the act—it was inattention—it was the grossest 
negligence. The lifier of the lamps says that he was 
aware of the danger, and remonstrated against the 
act; yet yielded with too fatal a facility to the re-ite- 
rated orders of a person whom he saw not but sup- 
posed euthorised to direct him. We cast not the 
the slightest imputations upon the managers or on 
any of the regular comedians of the stage—their 
positions at the moment as Well as other circum- 
stancés, forbid the idea that the order ever passed 
from their lips; yét the act was done. The lighted 
lamp was lifted—the torch of destruction gleamed 
at the top of the-stage. 





<—e  ee 


Mr. Rice (the property-man of the theatre) says, 
that he saw the scene was over in which the lamp 
was used; he saw the lamp after it was lifted up; 
he was aware of the danger of its remaining in that 
position; and spoke to one of the carpenters, three 
times repeatedly, “Lower that lamp and blow it 
out.” He did not see it put out; for he was drawn 
by his business to another part of the stage. 

Mr. Wést declares that he was passing by to 
commence the second act of the pantomine, and 
saw the lamp up and heard Rice giving directions 
to the carpenter to extinguish it. 

Mr. Cook (the regular carpenter of the Theatre) 
declares that he saw the carpenter, alluded to above 
attempting to let down the lamp immediately after 
the order to let it down had been given; that he 
has no doubt this attempt was made in consequence 
of the order; and he saw the cords tangle and the 
lamp to oscillate several inches from its perpendicu- 
iar position. The chandelier above was moved by 
two cords which worked over two pulleys, inser- 
‘ed in a collar-beam of the roof, and the straight 
line from the beam to the lamp was, Mr. Cook 
thinks, about 14 or 15 feet. Thus some idea may 
be had of the degree of oscillation. 

Mr. Anderson (one of the performers of the the- 
atre) says, that he had remarked even before the 
representation, how unskilfully the chandelier had 
played; and that an attempt to move it had caused 
it to ride circularly round. 

Mr. Yore (another of the workmen of the machi- 
nery,) most conclusively confirms this statement. 
He saw, that in the attempt to lower the lamp, as it 
vas perched among the scenery, the carpenter had 
failed im his effort, that he then jirked it and jostled 
it, that it was thus swerved from its perpendicular at- 
titude, and brought into contact with the lower 
part of the front scenes. The scene took fire; the 
flame rose, anc tapering adone it to a point, must 
have reached the roof, which was elevated 6 or 7 
feet above the top of the scene 

We were assured that there was not one transpo- 
rent scene hanging; that is a scene coated with 
varnish and extremely combustible—that there was 
only one paper scene hanging, which Mr, Utt the 
prompter declares, was removed six or eight feet 
behind the lamp. Thirty-five scenes were at that 
moment hanging exclusive of the flies or narrow 
borders which represent the skies, roofs, &c.—and 
of these, thirty-four were canvass paintings; which 
though not extremely combustible on the painted 
side are 6n the other so well covered with the fibres 
of the hemp as to catch the flame. 

Efforts were made to extinguish the flame. Mr. 
Cook, the carpenter, ascended into the carpenter’s 
gallery; but in vain. He did succeed in letting 
down some of the scenes upon the floor, under an 
idea that this was the surest means of extinguishing 
the flame, but he could noé extinguish the cords 
of the scene that was then on fire. ‘The roof soon 
caught and the sense of danger compelled him to 
fly for his life. 


The committee must now be under the necessity 
of drawing the attention of our fellow-citizens, to 
the events which took place in front of the curtain 
Mr. West states, that immediately on his entering 
the stage to go on with his part he heard some bus- 
tle behind the scenes which he conceived to be a 
mere fracas—the cry of “fire” then saluted his 
ears, Which gave him no serious apprehensions, 25 
he*knew that little accidents of this description had 
often taken placc, that he heard some voices eX- 
claim “don’t be alarmed,” which exclamation he 


repeated through a solicitude to prevent hurry anc 
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confusion; that he had not at that moment seen any 
flakes of fire fall from the scene; but seeing them 
at length falling from the roof, he retired behind the 
scene and found the whole enveloped in flames; that 
he attempted to pull down some of the hanging pie- 
ces; when finding it unavailing, he attempted to 
make good his own retreat. 

Mr. Robertson, who was the only performer be- 
sides, that came before the audience, assured the 
committee, that at the moment when he first dis- 
covered the kame, it was not longer than his hand- 
kerchief; that he repaired immediately to the stage 
as near the orchestra as he could come; there he 
conveyed to the audience, not wishing to alarm 
them, by geataculanee to leave the house; that in 
the act of doing that, he discovered the flames 
moving rapidly, and then he exclaimed, “the house 
(or the theatre) is on fire;’’ that he went directly to 
the stage box where some three or four ladies were 
sitting, entreated them to jump into his arms; that 
he could save them by conveying them through the 
private stage door; and that he still entreated, until 
he found it necessary to make his own escape; that 
his own retreat by the private door was intercepted 
by the flames; that he found it necessary to leap 
into the stage box, and join the general crowd in 
the lobby; that he gained one of the front windows; 
assisted in passing out some ten or twelve females, 
but at last found it necessary to throw himself from 
the window. 

This narrative is due to the exertions of a gentle- 
man, who first sounded the alarm; and to whom 
there are afew who have not done that justice which 
he deserves.—Let us now return to the transmis- 
sion of the fire—where the point of flame reached 
the roof. The roof was unfortunately not plastered 
and ceiled—there was a sheathing of plank, pine 
plank we are told, nailed over the rafters; and over 
these, the shingles. The rosin of the pine had 
perhaps oozed out of the plank, through the heat of 
our summer’s sun, and stood in drops upon it. Yet 
however these may have been, no sooner did the 
spire of the flames reach the roof than it caught. 

The fire spread with a rapidity through this com- 
bustinle material, unparalled, certainly never 
equalled by any of the too numerous fires which 
have desolated our city—In four or five minutes at 
least, the whole roof was one sheet of flame—it 
burst through the bull’s eve in front—it sought the 
windows where the rarefied vapour sought its pas- 
sage; fed by the vast column of air in the hollows 
of atheatre, fed by the inflammable pannels and 
pillars of the boxes, by the dome of the pit, by the 
canvass ceiling of the lower boxes, until its suffoca- 
ted victims in the front were wrapt in its devouring 
fame or pressed to death under the smoulding 
ruins of the building. 

Here might we pause in our melancholy task. 
We have traced the conflagration to the fatal lamp, 
lifted as it was lit, then jirked and jostled out of its 
perpendicular position, to the scenery—to the roof; 
until every thing was enveloped in its fury-——But 
there is one part of the subject which though it does 
not fall strictly within the letter of the Resolution, 
or perhaps the line of our duty, is yet too interesing 
to be passed over. Why, this fatality? Why have 
so many victims perished on this melancholy occa- 
sion? It cannot be said, that it was the combusti- 
bility of the building and the rapidity of the fire, 
great as they undoubtedly were, which altogether 
produced this mortality of the species; for we can- 
not believe, if large vomitories had been erected for 
the passage of the crowd, if there had been doors 








enough to admit them, that more than one tenth of 
an audience should have perished on the occasion. 
It was the opinion of the committee that the ill 
construction of the theatre itself, was principally 
its cause. How numerous were the occasions on 
which it had long before been said, as the crowd was 
slowly retiring at the end of a play, “Suppose the 
house were on fire, what should we do?’ Yet we 
slept with too fatal a security over the evil—we 
trusted and we are ruined. New doors were not 
opened; the winding stair case was not straitened, 
the access to the avenues of the theatre was not en- 
larged. beach : 
Even the relics of our fellow citizens as they lay, 
pointed out the causes of this fatality. They were 
found strewed in heaps at the foot of the narrow 
stair case, which led from the boxes; and, though 
with less profusion, on the ground immediately 
under the lobby of the boxes above, from which 
lobby, their retreat down the stairs had been inter- 
cepted by the crowd which choaked them up. On 
that fatal night, there were in the pit and boxes 518 
dollar tickets and 80 children, exclusive of 50 pet- 
sons who were in the galleries. Ofthese, 598 had 


to pass through one common avenue, and althouglt 


all the spectators in the pit may have escaped, ex- 
cepta few who may have jumped into the boxes, 
yet the crowd in the lower and upper boxes had no 
other resource than to press through a narrow angu- 
lar stair case, or to leap the windows. / 

The committee cannot close their melancholy 
labors without expressing one hope, that irreparable 
as our own calamities have been we may not have 
suffered altogether in vain; that our own misfor- 
tunes may serve as beacons to the rest of our coun- 
trymen, and that no theatre should be permitted to 
be opened in the other cities of the United States 
until every facility has been procured for the escape 
of the audience.” 


{Pursuant to an ordinance of the common council 
of the city of Richmond, the place of burying the 
remains of those who suffered by the fire was chang- 
ed from the public ground to the area formerly en- 
closed within the walls of the theatre, which was 
ordered to be enclosed by a wall five feet high. 

The interment took place on Sunday the 20th.. A 
mournful procession was made to the “devoted 
spot.” The mangled remains were chiefly enclosed 
in two large mahogany boxes; and were deposited 
in the centre of the place where the pit stood. The 
city was bathed in tears.] fol 


Regisier of the Dead. 

(CP In addition to the 63 persons (says the Engui- 
rer) who were published in our last* from the report 
of the committee, we are pained to be compelled to 
subjoin the following melancholy list:— 

Perished in the flames—Miss Elvira Coutts, Mrs. 
Pickit, not wife of Mr. €. P. Miss Littlepage, Jean 
Baptiste Rox, Thomas Learoix, Robert Ferrill a 
mulatto boy. 

Excpired since—On Saturday night, Mrs. John 
Boshen, and at 11 o’clock on Sunday night E. J. 
Harvie, esq. in consequence of an injury received in 
his efforts tosave his unfortunate sister from the 
flames!! 


To the citizens of Richmond. 

In the sincerity of afflicted minds, and deeply 
wounded hearts, permit us to express the anguish 
which we feel for the late dreadful calamity, of which 
we cannot but consider ourselves the innocent cause 
—From a liberal and enlightened community we 








* See page S30. 
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fear noreproaches, but we are too conscious that ma- 
ny have too much cause to wish they had never 
known us. To their mercy we appeal for forgive- 
ness, not for a crime committed, but for one which 
could not be prevented. Our own loss cannot be 
estimated but by ourselves—’tis true (with one ex- 
ception) we have not to lament the loss of life—but 
we have lost our friends, our patrons, our property 
and in part, our homes—Nor is this all our loss— 
In this miserable calamity we find a sentence of ba- 
nishment from your hospitable city. No more do 
we expect to feel that glow of pleasure which per- 
vades a grateful heart, while it receives favors libe- 
rally bestowed. Never again shall we behold that 
feminine humanity which so eagerly displayed itself 
® soothe the victim of disease, and view with ex- 
ultation the benevolent who fostered the fatherless, 
and shed a ray of comfort on the departing soul of a 
dying mother. Here then we cease—the eloquence 
of grief, 1s silence. 


James Rose, 
Hopkins Robertson, 
Charles Young, 
Charles Durang, J. W. Green, 
William T waite, Wm. Clark. 


From the Enquirer of January 2. 

Conciusion.—There are some of the unfortu- 
nate victims of Thursday night, whose particular 
fates we have in vain attempted to penetrate. We 
have taken uncommon pains to collect an authentic 
narrative of the events of this disastrous night; we 
have requested the aid of every person whom we had 
heard was capable of furnishing any information and 
to whom the subject was not too tender to be men- 
tioned; yetit is with some pain we have failed in 
our efforts. We should be sorry even to wear the 
mos distant appearance of neglecting the fate or 
the memory of any one who perished on that deplo- 
rable night—but this appearance at least is inevita- 
ble. Tnere were few persons so cool and collected 
as to be able to illustrate the horrors of that night ; 
several,who were able to point out particular threads 
in the disastrous web or destiny are no doubt un- 
known to us: And some who have promised to re- 
duce their narratives to paper, have been prevented 
from doing so by their engagements or their feelings. 
The following are the only statements which we 
have received. They are enough, however, to 
commun:cate a faint idea of the collective horrors 
of the seene; what a group would have breathed 
upon the canvass, if afew faint strokes of the pen~ 
cil are so affecting! If such were the feelings of a 
few individuals, what must have been the situation 
of 500 people? How impotent is the pencil of Ra- 
phael in the Vatican, where he attempts to paint the 
conflagration of Rome! 


We should still proceed in our researches—but 
the reader has contemplated horrors enough. It 
is time to leave the paths of death. We have dwelt 
long enough on this melancholy theme; and we 
are anxious to relieve our columns from the sombre 
table of woe. With this paper, therefore, let us 
cease the strains of grief; let us drop the subject. 
There is only another point of view in which we 
yet propose to consider it; but this not directly 
calculated to harrow up the feelings of such as have 
lost their friends. Let us open the pages of history, 
ant see whether this is the only city, which has 
been afflicted by so severe a visitation—whether 
this is the only people, whom “the paths of plea- 
snre have led to the grave!” 

We have learnt nothing very particularly authen- 
tic of the fate of Mrs. Thomas Wilson—we have 


William Anderson, 
Thomas Burke, 
4. Placide, 


merely heard that with the cool and deliberate reso. 
lution of a strong mind, she remained for a time in 
her first position, fearing rather the consequences 
of precipitation and tumult, than the rapidity of 
the flames. They indeed baffled all ressonoble cal- 
culation, and too many have fallen victims to this 
fatal mistake! Mrs. Wilson perished—one of the best 
of wives, the best of of mothers, the most exemplary 
step-mother that ever lived! Words cannnot express 
the agony of her distressed family—the deep de- 
jection of all her friends. 

The fate of Mrs. Heron is also wrapt in oblivion. 
She had been unfortunate enough to lose her hus- 
band by a disastrous accident—and her children 
have now lost their mother by one still more rapid 
and resistles. She was eminently true to all the 
domestic charities of life. But neither the hand of 
affection, of friendship, nor respect could snatch her 
from the tomb. 

Mrs. Cook, the lamented wife of Mr. William 
Cook, and her daughter Rebecca, perished toge- 
ther. Long shall the disconsolate husband and 
father, weep over their ashes. Three motherless 
children are left behind her. 

But why spread before the reader, all the havoc 
of the scene?—The young have sunk as well as the 
married: The Interesting Margaret Copeland, the 
third daughter of Mr. Charles Copeland; Patty 
Griffin, the only child of her aged mother; Miss 
Nelson, Miss Page, Miss Craig, all of them dear 
to their families and triends, William Southgate, 
the only prop of the family of Wright Southgate, 
dec. Each has his merits; each has the public tear. 

What a scene was exhibited for several hours af- 
ter the tragic event. Many were ignorant of the 
fate of their friends. Almost every one had his fears 
and suspicions. During the next day two persons 
could scarcely meet without exchanging expressions 
full of solicitude:-—“Have you lost any of your 
family: “Is your family safe?? “Iam glad of it 
I am glad of it.” 

Many escaped with extreme difficulty. Several 
have a broken limb. Mr. John Richards has bro- 
ken his leg; Mr. Carter Page has broken his. Miss 
Pendleton has also broken a limb. Mr. Scott, of 
Fairfax is much burnt. Some were severely burnt, 
whose clothes were whole. 

We trust that the number of the dead is now ex- 
hausted. We had understood that some strangers 
had arrived at particular taverns whose names were 
unknown—and these were said to be missing. We 
have enquired, and are happy to find it a mistake. 
[Here follows several details by persons who escap- 
ed, which we are compelled at least to defer. 


Cannon, Small Arms, &c. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, Dec. 16.—Mr. Seybert delivered the fol- 
lowing report: | 
The committee to whom was referred “so much of the 
President’s message as relates to the manufacture of 
cannon and small arms, and the providiug munitions 
of war,” after having, according to order con- 
sidered the several snbjects submitted, beg leave to 
REPORT IN PART, 
That, it is, at all times expedient for a nation to 
be supplied with an ample stock of all such articles 
and materials as are requisite for defensive or offen- 
sive operations. Such provisions will make its citi- 
zens confident at home, whilst they, at the same 
time, guarantee respect on the part of foreign nations 
No one, it is presumed, will deny that an extensive 
supply of implements of war is preferable to the 
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amount of their cost lying buried in the vaults of 
the treasury, more especially when it is considered, 
that on occasions of the first importance thev are 
indispensably. necessary, and that for the greater 
part they are imperishable from their nature The 
proposition just laid down will appear evident, when 
it is recollected that the least rumour of a war will 
immediately add to the value of such articles, very 
generally, from 50 to 100 per centum; nay, this 
declaration might be carried much further, and it 
may be our place to notice the fact, that under cir- 
cumstances far from being the most unfavourable; 
refined salt petre has commanded the enormous 
price of one dollar and fifty cents per pound; where- 
a3, its ordinary value is about thirty cents per pound 
in our markets. 

It is also well known, that manufactured articles, 
which are made in haste, are generally very defec- 
tive—this should be particularly guarded against in 
the case of fire arms of every description. When 
it becomes absolutely necessary to provide such 
equipments, contractors always insist upon their 
own terms. Experience has proved that contracts 
under such circumstances on national account, we 
do not confine this assertion to our own country, 


have been made to great disadvantage. Regular an-} 


nual supplies, in time of peace, should always be 
preferred. It would be unwarrantable in the extreme 
to hazard a want of this kind until the last moment 
—until the enemy may be at our doors. It will be 
in vain to look for additions from Europe at a period 
when the extensive naval ferce of an enemy, aided 
by many private armed ships, shall swarm on the 
ocean. Who could then be so hardy as to entertain 
the expectation of frequent arrivals in our ports? 

It is with peculiar satisfaction your committee 
finds itself, under the warranty of the proper depart- 
ment, to state that many of the most necessary, 
are articles of which there is a considerable stock 
on hand, and that others of them are abundant in 
our territory. Or, in the words of the message, we 
may be permitted to repeat that “the manufacture of 
eannon and small arms, and the stock and resources 
of all the necessary munitions are adequate to emer- 
gencies.” 

The flourishing state of the foundaries through- 
out the United States; they have been heretofore 
successfully employed, on government account, in 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, the district of Columbia, &c. The regular 
supplies of small arms, of every description, from 
the establishments which are now under the control 
of the government, and these seconded by the several 
contracts which have been already made with indi- 
viduals in various parts of the Union, together with 
the ease with which they may be multiplied so as to 
meet the demands which circumstances may require, 
independent of the arrangements made on the part 
of the states individually, are some of the many 
proofs which demonstrate the great resources of 
this republic. What nation can boast of more or 
better iron than the United States? Our foundaries 
have not only been in successful operation, they are 
far from being infantile, and have arrived at perfec- 
tion. Upon the best authority we state the furnaces, 
forges and bloomeries in the United States ta be five 
hundred and thirty. The art of boring cannon is, 
in many places in Europe, deemed a secret of great 
importance; they there keep their cutters conceal- 
ed from strangers in leathern bags. In the United 
States this process is so well understood, that an in- 
spector of our artillery has declared to the world 
he never was compelled to reject a gun on account 


of a detect in the bore,” though he examined “up- 
wards of two thousand cannon of different calibres.” 
I. is notorious that we may have lead, from the 
mines of our country, to any amount. Our resour- 
ces for salt petre in the western states are said to be 
inexhaustible. Of sulphur we have a considerable 
stock ‘in store. Each of the states can furnish an 
extensive catalogue of powder mills; their number 
in the United States amounts to two hundred and 
seven, and many of them are celebrated for the ex- 
cellence of their powder. Notwithstanding these 
facts, it is necessary to repeat, that under the pre- 
sent aspect of affairs, it is proper a further provision 
of all the munitions of war be forthwith made. Ex- 
penditures to a considerable amount when applied 
to such purposes, will ultimately be found to be 
economy in the true sense and meaning of the term, 


prices and such as will be demanded when we shall 
be at war. In conformity with these views, your 
committee beg leave to report a bill. 











Twelfth Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, January 2.—Mr. M‘Kee stated to the 


dian affairs, he had received a letter from the secre- 
tary of war on a subject which did not come pro- 
perly before that. committee, but belonged to the 
committee of commerce and manufactures. This 
leiter complains of the want of goods proper for 
the Incian Department, and suggests the propriety 
of making an exception in the non-importation law 
in favour of these goods. Mr. M‘Kee, in conformi- 
ty with this letter, offered the following resolution, 
which, with the letter of the secretary of war, he 
wished might, for the present, lie’ upon the table, 
until members shal! have had an opportunity of con- 
sidering the subject. 

‘Resolved, that the committee of commerce and 
manufactures be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of authorising by law, the introduction 
into the United States, such foreign goods as may 
be necessary for the usual supply of the Indian De- 
partment.”—Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bassett wished to make a motion on the sub- 
ject of 2 claim which had been before congress for 
24 years, and which, therefore, ought to be decided 
upon. Much difficulty, no doubt, had attended 
the investigation; but, nevertheless, if the claim 
be a just one, it ought to be allowed, or, if other- 
wise, rejected it. In order to obtain this object, he 
proposed the following resolution: 

“Resolved, that the committee of claims be in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of referring 
the claim of Beaumarchais’ heirs to some court of 
the United States, in form of a case agreed between 
the attorney-general and the agent of the said claim, 
or in such other form as may be agrecd on by the 
attorney-general and the said agent.” 

After some objections from Messrs. Fisk, Pitkin, 
Quincey and Alston, the resolution was negatived. 
It was stated to be a novel procedure; that if this 
claim were to take the proposed direction, there 
were hundreds of others might follow it. It was 
hoped that congress would never send any claim 
made upon the government to be decided in her 
courts. This, said Mr. Alston, “would be throw- 
ing the independence of the country at the feet of 
the judiciary.” This claim, though it appeared in 
the name of an individual, it was stated was more 
in the nature of a claim of the French government 





x 


by the saving of the difference between the present - 
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upon the government of this country, than an indi-. 


vidual claim. The committee of claims, at all 
events, ought to come to a decision upon this sub- 
ject, without attempting to remove the settlement 
to any other tribunal. 

The speaker amounced a bill from the senate 
extending the time of certain patents granted to Ro- 
bert Fulton, which was twice read and committed; 
though not without some objections. 

Mr. Alston stated it to be a very extraordinary 
thing that an application should be made for an ex- 
tension of a patent which had not been granted 
more than two years. After some remarks from 
Mr. Mitchill in favour of the extension, the bill was 
suffered to take the usual course. 

AMERICAN SEAMEN—Mr. Wright called up for 
consideration, a resolution which he had laid upon 
the table some days ago, proposing the appointment 
of a committee to bring in a bill for the protection, 
recovery and indemnification of American seamen. 
It was accordingly taken up, agreed to, and a com. 
miitee of five members appointed. 

AporTronat army.—The house then took up the 
order of the day, which was the biil from the senate 
to raise an additional military force. 

Mr. Wright moved to amend the bill, by adding 
thereto a new section, providing “ that the officers 
appointed by virtue of this act shall respectively re- 
ceive their commissions during such term only as 
the President of the United States shall deem neces- 
sary; and it shall be the duty of the President to 
discharge such officers whenever their services are 
mo longer wanted. And that no general, field or 
staff officer who may be appointed under this act, 
shall be entitled to receive any pay or emolument 
until called into actual service, nor for any longer 
time than he shall remain therein.” 

This amendment was carried, there being 69 
members in favor of it. 

{Several other unsuccessful attempts at amend- 
ments were made—on the final question “ shall the 
bill be engrossed fur a third reading?” the yeas 
and nays were as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, 
Avery, Bacon, Bard, Bartlett, Bibb, Blackledge, 
Bicecker, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Calhoun, 
Cheeves, Clay, Corchran, Clopton, Condit, Craw- 
ford, Davis, Dawson, Desha, Dinsmoor, Earl, 
Fmott, Findley, Fisk, Franklin, Gholson, Gold, 
Green, Grundy, B. Hall, O. Hall, Harper, Hawes, 
Hynemon, Johnson, King, Lacock, Lefever, Lit- 
tle, Livingston, Lowndes, Lyle, Maxwell, Moore, 
M‘Cov, M‘Kee, M‘Kim, Metcalf, Mitchill, Mor- 
gan, Morrow, Nelson, ‘New, Newton, Ormsby, 
Paulding, Pickens, Piper, Pond, Porter, Quincy, 
Reed, Ringgold, Rhea, Roane, Roberts, Sage, 
Sammons, Seaver, Sevier, Seybert; Shaw, G. Smith, 
Sirong, Sturges, Sullivan, Tallman, Talliaferro, 
Tracy, Troup, Turner, Van Cortlandt, Williams, 
Widgery, Winn, Wright—90. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Baker, Bigelow, Boyd, Breck- 
enridge, Brigham, Champion, Chittenden, Daven- 
port, Ely, Fitch, Hufty, Jackson, Key, Law, Lewis, 
M «con, M‘Bryde, Mosely, Newbold, Pearson, Pit- 
kin, Potter, Randolph, Rodman, Sheffey, Smilie, 
Stanford, Stewart, Stow, Sturges, Taggart, Tall- 
madge, Wheaton, White, Wilson—35. 


Friday, January 3.—Mr. Newton, from the com- 
mittee ofcommerce and manufactures, reported a bill 
to authorise the secretary of the treasury, under the 
authority of the president of the United States, to 
purchase from Winslow Lewis his patent right to a 
new method of lighting light-houses, and for other 





purposes, [Mr. N. stated, that by this new method, a 
light-house which now consumes 1400 gallons of oil 
in a certain period, would be supplied by 400 only.j 
The bill was twice read and committed. 

My. Rhea said, that persons entitled to pensions 
had found great difficulty in complying with the 

uisitions of the law as it now stood. He wish- 
ed to simplify the business, and for that purpose of- 
fered to the house a tesolution, which, after some 
observations from different members, and receiving 
an amendment from Mr. Gholson, the chairman of 
the committee of claims, was agreed to, and refer- 
red to that committee. 

Mr. Porter, the chairman of the committee of 
foreign relations, said that it having been discover- 
ed that there was some parts of the bill for raising 
a volunteer corps, which required correction, and 
which could be better done by the committee who 
reported it than in committee of the whole, he 
would move to discharge the committee of the whole 
from the further consideration of the bill, in order 
to recommit it. 

The motion to discharge the committee of the 
whole was_agreed to, and the bill recommitted. 

Mr. Jennings offered a resolution callmg upon 
the president of the United States for information 
respecting the appointment of certain Indian agents, 
&c. in the Indiana and Illinois territories; but some 
objection being made to it, on the ground of a simi- 
lar resolution having already been entered into, it 
was ordered to lie upon the table. 

The order of the day being called for, the bill for 
raising an additional force was taken up and read 
the third time, and the question being put “ shall 
the bill pass its third reading?” 

Mr. Sheffey rose and spoke for about three hours 
against the passage of the bill, and in favor of main- 
taining the country in a state of peace. 

After which, Mr. Rhea said he wished to deliver 
his sentiments on the passage of the bill; but as it 
was late, he moved an adjournment, which was 
carried. 

Saturday, January 4—The speaker laid before 
the house a communication from the secretary of 
war, containing an account of the application and 
expenditure of monies in that department for the 
past year. 

Also, from the same department, on account of 
the expenditures from the contingent fund. 

And a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment, in conformity to the act of 1810, with an 
account of the expenses attending our intercourse 
with the Barbary powers. 

These several documents were referred to the 
committee of ways and means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A bill from the senate, for establishing a quarter 
master’s department, was twice read, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Blount, referred to the committee to 
whom was referred that part of the president’s mes- 
sage relating to inilitary affairs. 

Mr. Morrow proposed the following resolution, 
which was agreed to, and a committee of five mem- 
bers appointed: 

| Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of confirming the north- 
ern boundary of the state of Ohio, as designated by 
the constitution of that state, and as provided by 
law for the actual surveying of the north and west 
boundary lines of the said state, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise. 

The order of the day, which was the bill for rais- 
ing an additional military force, was then taken 
up, Messrs. Rhea, Pickens, Lowndes, Harper, 
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Widgery and M’Kim spoke in favor of the bill, and 


Mr. Seybert reported a bill for authorising the 


Macon against the arrangement of the. force,| purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores. Mr. S: 
Scala to Angst but in ——. of the general observed that as we had the men we should provide 


principle of the bill. 


the arms necessary to put into their hands. We 


The house rose at 5o’clock, without taking the} had great resources, 534 forges, 207 powder mills, 


question on the passage of the bill. 


lead in abundance could be procured—sulphur was 


Monday, January 6.—Mr. Bacon, from the com-|the only article of difficulty. [The bill appropri- 
mittee of ways and means, to whom was referred ates $ 1,500,000; and has passed its second reading 
the petitions of the collectors of several ports, made | in the house. ] 


a supplementary report, which recommended that, 


The house then went into the committee of the 


f the several petiti f the collectors | Whole Mr. Tallmadge in the ehair, on the bill for 
Se ae of Philadelshia, Boston, "New-¥ork, the selie? of disabled and superannuated officers and 
Baltimore and Plymouth, Massachusetts, and of|S¢amen. 


the naval officer of the port of Philadelphia, ought Several amendments to the bill having been agreed 


not to be granted. Committed. 


to, the committee rose, and the house laid it on the: 


Mr. Grundy, from the committee of foreign re- table. 


lations, reported the bill authorising the president 


A message was received from the President of the 


to accept of volunteer corps, with sundry amend.|U. States, by Mr. Coles, transmitting a report 


ents, which was committed. 
Mr. D. R. Williams said, by an act of 1808, a 
periment of light artillery was directed to be raised. 
This was considered hy the secretary of war as 
horse artillery; but the bill did not provide for 
mounting them. He therefore introduced a bill 
upplementary toan act for raising, for a limited 
ime, an additional military force, which was twice 
ad and committed. 
The speaker laid before the house a report from 
e secretary of the navy, in pursuance of a resolu- 
on of the house of the 26th ult. requesting a state- 
ent of the vessels which had been repaired since 
he year 1801, and the cost thereof, which was or- 
ered to be printed. 
The house then took up the bill for raising an 
ditional military force; which after speeches from 
essrs. Stanford, Boyd and Stow against it, and 
yMr. D. R. Williams in favor of it, finally passed 
§to 34. The yeas and nays were as follow: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Av- 
vy, Bacon, Bard, Bartlet, Bassett, Bibb, Black- 
ge, Bleecker, Blount, Brown, Burwell, Butler, 
tlhoun, Cheeves, Clay, Cochran, Clopton, Con- 
t, Crawford, Davis, Dawson, Desha, Dinsmoor, 
gl, Emmott, Findley, Fisk, Franklin, Gholson, 
bid, Green, Grundy, B. Hall, O. Hall, Harper, 
hwes, Hyneman, Johnson, Kent, King, Lacock, 
fever, Little, Livingston, Lowndes, Lyle, Max- 
ll, Moore, M’? Coy, M’Kee, M’Kim, Metcalf, 
nor, Mitchill, Morgan, Morrow, Nelson, New, 
wton, Ormsby, Paulding, Pickens, Piper, Pond, 
rer, Quincy, Reed, Ringgold, Rhea, Roane, 
berts, Sage, Sammons, Seaver, Sevier, Sevbert, 
tw, G. Smith, J. Smith, Strong, Sullivan, 
Iman, Talliaferro, Tracy, Troup, Turner, Van- 
tlandt, Williams, Widgery, Winn, Wright—94. 
AYS.—Messrs. Bigelow, Boyd, Breckenridge, 
@cham, Campion, Chittenden, Davenport, Ely, 
ch, Hufty, Jackson, Key, Law, Lewis, Macon, 
Bride, Mosely, Newbold, Pearson, Pitkin, Pot- 
» Randolph, Rodman, Sheffey, Smilie, Stan- 
i, Stewart, Stow, Sturges, Taggart, Tallmadge, 
faton, White, Wilson—34 

wesday, January 7.—Mr. Bacon reported a Dill 
defraying the exnences of six companies of 
ers for the year 1812, which was twice read. 

4t. Newton from the committee of commerce 
Manufacturrs reported a bill for the relief of 
© Numerous petitioners who have purchased. 
eS previous to the proclamation, and which now 
“10 in Great Britain and her colonies. Mr. N. 
‘ved that the committee had paused on these pe- 
ns, till they saw that Congress had taken a po- 























from the directors of the mint relative to the opera- 
tions of the mint during the last year. Read and 
ordered to be printed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the resolution against the repeal of cer- 
tain provisions in the statutes of limitation—Mr. 
| Nelson in the chair. 

Mr. Clay spoke against the resolution. It was 
disagreed to, and a resolution in favor of the re- 
peal of those statutes so far as regards certain des- 
criptions of claims embraced in a resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Bacon, and reported several times 
verbatim, was adopted-— yeas 49; nays 36. 

The committee then took up the resolution to in 
struct the committee of claims to report accord- 
ing to the merits of all revolutionary claims, al- 
| though they may be barred by the statutes of limita- 
‘tion. 
| Mr. Gholson spoke in its favor; Mr. Bacon against 
it. | 

Before a decision obtained, the committee rose. 

And the house adjourned at three o’clock. 

Wednesday, January 8.—The speaker laid before 
the house a petition of the Urseline Nuns at New- 
Orleans, praying that the hospital which adjoins 
their convent, and is ina decayed state, may be re- 
moved, and that they may be permitted to build a 
— thereon for the education of females.—Refer- 
red. 

The speaker laid before the house, an address and 
resolutions of the legislature of the state of Ohio, 
approbatory of the measures of the general govern- 
ment, which were ordered to lie on the table. 


The speaker also presented a statement from the 
secretary of the navy, in conformity to the act re- 
quiring the same, respecting the compensation of 
clerks. 

And another, of the contracts made by the secre- 
tary of the navy during the past year; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. M’Kee, from the committee to whom was 
referred the message of the president of the United 
States, transmitting two letters of governor Harri- 
son respecting the affairon the Wabash, made a re- 
port, recommending sundry resolutions, making 
provision for the sufferers in that engagement; as 

well for the widows and orphans of those who were 

killed. The report was committed. 

The following bills were read a third time and 

passed, viz. an act to enable the secretary of the 

treasury to decide upon the case of the Eliza Ann, 

belonging to Ezekiel Hubbell; and an act authoris- 

ing the purchase of ordnance, ordnance stores, 

camp equippage, and other quarter master’s stores, 








p from which they would not go back—“a manly 
“c"  Made'the order of the day for Friday. 
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Votuxteer Corrs.—On motion of Mr. Smilie,; essentially from its friends; but he would by no 


the house took up the order of the day, and went 
into a committee on the hill to authorise the presi- 
dent of the United States to accept of certain vo- 
lunteer corps, Mr. Basset in the chair. 

The bill being read, an amendment was proposed 
to prevent the land which is provided for the heirs 
and representatives of any volunteer who shall fall 
in the service from being sold to speculators; but 
after various attempts at amending the amendment, 
and considerable discussion, it was discovered that 
no volunteer could dispose of this land, as he never 
would have any right in it, as it vested in his heirs 
in case he died in the service only. The amend- 
ments were of course disagreed to. 

A motion was afterwards made to allow every 
volunteer, who had served twelve months on leav- 
ing the service, eighty acres of land; but this was 
disagreed to, on the ground that the men who enter- 
ed into this service, would enter from patriotic mo- 
tives and ought not to be put on a level with the re- 
gular soldiers. 

The committee rose without going through the 
bill, and obtained leave to sit again. [The blank in 
the 8th section was filled with $3,000,000 to provide 
for 50,000 men.} 

_ A message was received from the senate inform- 
ing the house that the senate had agreed to all their 
amendments to the bill to raise an additional milita- 
ry force, except the proviso in the first section, 
and the three additional sections, to which they dis- 
agree. 

The proviso disagreed to, is in the following words: 

“Provided, however, That commissioned officers 
for six only of the said regiments shall be appointed 
until three-fourths of the privates requisite to com- 
plete such six regiments have been enlisted, when 
the commissioned ofrcers for the remaining seven 
regiments shall be appointed.” 

The following are the 3 resolutions disagreed tc: 

“That the officers, who may be appointed in 
virtue of this act, shall respectively continue in 
commission during such term only as the president 
shall judge requisite for the public service; and 
that it shall be lawful for the president to discharge 
the whole or any part of the troops, which may be 
raised ander the authority of this act, whenever he 
shall judge the measure consistent with the public 
welfare.” 

“That no general, field or staff officer, who may 
be appointed by virtue of this act, shall be enti- 
tled to receive any pay or emoluments until he shall 
be called into actual service, nor for any longer 
time than he shall continue therein.” 

“That in the recess of the senate, the president of 
the United States is hereby authorised, to appoint 
all or any of the officers, other than the general offi- 
cers proper to be appointed under this act, which 
appointments shall be submitted to the senate at 
their next session, for their advice and consent.” 

Adjourned. [For Thursday's proceedings—see 
last page—352. : 


SOC oF ERNE RTS 


Mr. Sheffey’s Speech. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ON THE BILL 
FROM THE SENATE TO RAISE AN ADDITIONAL MI- 
LITARY FPORCE—JAN. 3. 181°. 

Mr. Sheffey professed to have no intention to 
embarrass the progress of the bill. The deep in. 
terest which every man felt, or ought to feel, in the 
prosperity of the country, compelled him to_ give 





means impeach the purity of their motives; and he 


would expect the same liberality to be extended to 
him by gentlemen. He conceived the bill to be ; 
pregnant with ruin to the interests and liberties of : 
the country. If the majority of this house had de. “ 
termined to change the attitude of the nation, they : 
ought directly to have presented the question of é 
war; and although he should have resisted war in b 
every possible shape, yet the moment tbe house x 
would say that war must be declared, no man would - 
go further than he would in voting means to prose. on 
cute that measure with vigor and success. But a m: 
full developement of the causes and the object of ze 
the war had not been made in a satisfactory manner, bi 
—There was a at difference between those cay). 
ses and those objects. The causes of a war might wi 
be ample, without its presenting a substantial ob. Wi 
ject. The object, as well as the causes, might be wa 
sufficient; and yet the means of conducting the wa, an 


might be inadequate. 

He had looked for a developement of the objects 

of that measure which the house were called upon 

to adopt against Great Britain, and from which, 
when once taken, they could not recede. He had 

seen only high colored statements of the wrongs 
which she had inflicted upon us. In the presence 

of this august assembly and of the nation, he would 

not hesitate to say that we had ample causes of war 

not only against Great Britain, but the other bella 
gerent too. Our not going to war when these 
causes first arose, was a proof that the objects of 

war were not substantial. The orders in council 

were justifiable causes of war. One belligerent had 

no right to wound its enemy through the medium 

of neutrals. Indeed, those orders were hostile to 

the policy, it was the interest of England to pursue. 
Either the Berlin decree was a mere dead letter, or 

it was not. If that decree were nugatory, thea 
surely it could not justify the British orders. If ii 

were not nugatory; if it prevented British manv- 
factures from going to the continent, the British 
orders could not subserve the policy of England 
against her enemy. They interdicted America 
vessels from going to France, when the Berli 
decree itself had prohibited them fram going ther 

with British manufactures, And as to the remail 

der of American trade with France, it was in ate 

cles which were not necessary to her people, ati 
which she could raise at home. ‘The trade # 
colonial produce, carried on in American vessels 

was prohibited by the Berlin decree. The Britis 
orders therefore iujured neutrals, without effecting 

the enemy. ‘This furnished one cause of war ® 

us; but was it prudent to go to war for this caus 

He admitted that in the impressment of seames 

Great Britain had injured us; but not to the ext 
generally supposed. He protested against wagilt 

a war for the protection of any other than nail 

born American scamen, or thase who were CitiZ°RaPngage 
when the independence of the country was atciilt’ hould 
ed. It was cnough to protect them while they "ijPargo; 
main within our territories. Within these we }¢7M#PXtortg 
right to make regulations. But we had no right “RAMPApac ig 


make regulations on the ocean, which would COMMS, he 
flict with the pretensions of all civilized na! turn, 
who claimed the allegiance of their native © arts 3 
subjects, cither by the divine right of the gover a to 

or by implied compact. He should not ly , 
whether these claims were compatible W!" am of 
rights of man. It was sufficient that they 7 Mp Pe, z 


out of the established usages and principles ° ¥o reat 





his reasons for voting against the bill. He differed 


: ° . ° 8 anit er 
lized kingdoms, which we had no right to ‘ Pe 
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yert out of our cwn limits. He would therefore] ed to thirty-two millions. And would the house 


not protect any other than natural American citi- 


to war, and sacrifice this export trade of thirty- 


zens on the ocean. We did not deny the right of|two millions for two millions? They could not ex- 
England to search for property; she went farther, | pect to have a great increase of commerce during 


and claimed the privile 


of searching for her sea-| war; Spain, Portugal and the Brazils might come 


men. The similarity of our manners and language|under French dominion; the trade to which only 
occasioned her to abuse the privilege in some cases j amounted, in 1807, to three millions. 


by the impressment of our seamen. This. was not 


But they had been told that they must fight for 


an abuse of principle, but of honour And before}honour. Could they change the aspect of the civi- 
we go to war with her for impressment, he would | lized world? He considered the great defect in the 
make her this offer:—he would agree not to let any | policy of this government for several years past to 
man enter our merchant vessels but a natural citi-| have proceeded from a supposition that they could 
zen of these United States. Impressment, he al-|effect by their measures, a change in the policy of 


lowed, was another cause of war. 

But should a nation go to war for an indignity 
without a sufficient object to be attained by it? 
What was the great object of the proposed war? It 
was the right to trade with the continent. We had 
an unquestionable right to this trade; but what 
was it practically worth? Would it repay us for 
the treasure which would be expended, and. the 
blood which would be spilled, in a war? He assert- 
ed that the trade with the continent, were the or- 
ders in council revoked, would be worth very little, 
and that it would daily diminish from the anti-com- 
mercial policy of the French cabinet! We had 
boasted of the pontine which France had done us 
by the repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees. To 
vhat did this plenitude of imperial justice amount? 
In 1807, our exports to France—he did not include 
Italy and Holland—were equal to 2,700,000 dollars; 
he whole of our export commerce was 43,500,000 
dollars. What is your commerce now to the domi- 
ions of France? Where is the trade with those 
lominions which your merchants then carried on 
in colonial articles, received in exchange for their 
orses and their lumber in the West Indies, and 
sold on the continent for bills on London, for 
French wines and German linens? This friendly 
ommerce with his imperial majesty was now cut 
ff. Where is your trade in tobacco? In 1807, you 
hipped 68,000 hogsheads of tobacco; at this time 
ily 4,000 hegsheads are consumed in France.— 
nd as to cotton, the other great staple of the 
outhern states; she imposes a duty on it equivalent 


rance was to encourage the cultureof cotton in 
taly and her southern provinces. She aimed at 
he extinction of all foreign commerce to her domi- 
ons. From this view, he was satisfied that the 
bject of the war which we were about to engage 
n, to obtain a repeal of the orders in council, 
ould not be worth two millions per annum. If 
e orders were repealed to-morrow, our trade to 
he continent, under the imperial regulations and 
ucts, Wwovld not amount to two millions per year. 
What American merchant, but an adventurer, who 
isregarded every principle of prudence, would 
ngage in so shackled a commerce? Even when he 
ould go to France, and dispose of his export 
argo; when the greater part of it should have been 
Xtorted from him by his imperial majesty and his 
*Pacious agents, in the shape of duties and charg- 
*» he would be forced to take wines and silks in 
turn. In 1807, he proceeded to shew, the ex- 
rts in our own products to Great Britain amount- 
‘.2 28 millions; and the exports to the French 
ést India islands, to the Isle of France and the 


me of Bourbon in India, and to the Cape of Good 


i. rns which had since been conquered by 
Sa ritain, amounted to four or five millions 
ir the um. Our exports then to France would, 
be ie of the orders in council, amount té 

‘ons; Our exports to Great Britain amount- 


Europe. They thought that they held in their hands 
the destinies of the world; that by frewning on 
the belligerents, they would yield to our demands. 
We were mistaken; and we must wait until the 
present state of Europe should be changed, before 
we could be reinstated in our rights. There were 
times when nations, as well as individuals, must 
suppress their feelings. This was the period when 
neutrals possessed no means to support their rights. 
The claims of belligerents always conflicted with 
the rights of neutrals. Heretofore during war, 
there generally existed two or three neutral powers. 
A belligerent had therefore not dared to attack the 
rights of neutrals, lest they should combine against 
him. But now we were the only neutral power.— 
Public law had been consigned to the grave; neu- 
tral rights buried under French dominion. It was 
visionary to think of protecting them. The house 
must tell their citizens that they were incompeient 
to protect their trade: that if they went on the ocean, 
they must go at their own peril. They had made 
a fine hand of selecting their enemy! They had 
thrown themselves in the arms of him who would 
give him two millions of trade for the loss of thirty- 
two millions! As to this honour; it ought always 
to be guided by prudence. We ought not to en- 
in a war for this chivalric, fanciful, Quixotic 
notion of honour, without looking at the consequen- 
ces. How should we feel, if at the end of a seven 
years’ war, after sacrificing thousands of valuable 
lives, and so much blood and treasure, we should 
be compelled to sit down quietly under the British 


@a prohibition of its exportation. The policy of|orders in council? He considered the notion of 


honour practically fallacious. We paid a tribute to 
the dey of Algiers, to pay him off from depredating 
on our commerce; and we paid a tribute to the 
French emperor, not in dollars and cents, but in 
something as valuable, for the privilege of going to 
the British dominions, where we had an indisputa- 
ble right to go by the law of nations. Why had we 
not gyee to war to prevent this dishonour? Because 
prudence forbade it. Gentlemen must bend to 
en circumstances would not bend to 
em. 
But gentlemen contend that war will invigorate 
the nation, and give us a military character; that 
peace will render us effeminate, and expose us to 
fall a prey to an invader. Sir, how many nations 
have been enslaved by peace—how many by war? 
We have been referred to the seven United Provin- 
ces, and told that they were enervated by peace and 
commerce. He denied the fact and said that Hol- 
land had been embroiled in most of the continen- 
tal wars. He adverted to Switzerland, which he 
said had possessed so much practical civil liberty, 
to prove that for centuries of peace, a nation might 
preserve its military character. But, on the idea 
that peace would enfeeble us, shall we, he asked, 
make ourselves miserable now, in order that we 
may not be miserabie hereafter? Should we lay an 
excise internal taxes; create armies and navies, to 
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preserve a military character? he disclaimed such 
an idea. esi 

If there bea substantial object of war at the pre- 
sent time, he contended that we*had not the means 
of carrying it on: we had not the means of compelling 
Great Britain to relinquish her orders in council. 
We could not raise men to take Canada. The patriot- 
ism of those who might be enlisted under this bill 
waschemerical. All patriotism was a phantom.— 
The bill was framed on the principle of interest— 
The troops were to have pay and bounties. Gen- 
tlemen have said that the members of this house 
came here to paralyze the ardor of people. Let 
them not be misled. Let them recollect the fate 
of Mr. Adams. Look at the addresses to himy the 
fulsome collection of fulsome matter, which some- 
body had printed and bound up in a volume, pledg- 
ing the lives and sacred honour of so manv meetings 
of the people to support him ina war against France. 
Yes, sir, you can get pledges, pledges and pledges 
on paper in abundance. The men in power then 
were so foolish as to think that these pledges, which 
were the mere buzzings of insects, were given in 
earnest by the people. Mr. Adams even went so 
far as to assert that “the finger of heaven pointed 
to war.” If you rely on public opinion and patri- 
otism to carry you through a war of foreign con- 
quest, you will soon find yourselves on dry land; 
you will soon find yourselves ebbing. I am glad of 
it. ‘This is a valuable principle in the people. They 
are quiet at home. They will not support you in 
the invasion of a foreign country. When the soil 
and the liberties of their country shall be assailed, 
then, and not till then, will their spirit be found equal 
to a contest with an enemy. You have been told 
that you could raise volunteers to atchieve the pos- 
session of Canada. Where are these volunteers? 
FE have seen none of these patriotic men who were 
willing to go to Canada in the private rank; all of 
them want offices. You may raise a few miserable 
wretches for your army, who would disgrace the 
service, and only serve as unprincipled minions to 
their officers. Will your farmers’ sons enlist in your 
army’ They will not, sir. Look at the army of 798. 
It had twelve or fifteen regiments nominally. It 
was disbanded in eighteen months; when half the 
men had not beenraised. Why, sir, you had more 
patriotism on paper then even, than you have now; 
and yet you could not raise half the forces for your 
army. If you pass the bill, you will not raise 25 
thousand men in three years. The object of the 
war may by that time ranish. The nation will be 
saddled with all the vast expenses of these troops 
for nothing. No nation can safely engage in a fo- 
reign war without being prepared for it when they 
take the resolution. Are you prepared? Your 
secretary at war has told gentlemen that even blan- 
kets could not be procured; and you saw a letter 
from him yesterday, which informed you that the 
small supplies for the Indians could not be had with- 
out a relaxation of your commercial restrictions. 
Will you send your soldiers to Canada without 
blankets? Or do you calculate to take it by the 
end of the summer, and return home to a more ge- 
nial clime by the next winter! This would be well 
enough; but I think it will require several cam- 
paigns to conquer Canada. 

You will act absurdly if you expect the people of 
that country to join you. Upper Canada is inhabit- 
ed by emigrants from the United States. They 
will not come back to you; they will not, without 
reason, desert the. government, to whom they have 
gone for protection. No, sir, vou must conquer it 


} 


by force, not by sowing the seeds of sedition ang 
treason among the people. 


But, suppose you raise the men, what will Grey 4 
Britain be doing in the mean time? Will she hp al 
asleep? You march to Canada: where will be your p 
security at home? will you desert your own Country; fi 
will you leave your cities to be sacrificed, plundered £4 
and sacked, for the sterile deserts of Canada, of No, G 
va-Scotia, and New-Brunswick, and all the froze, th 
regions of the north? Sir, go to Canada, and you pI 
will soon have to recal your army to defend yoy of 
southern soil; to rescue your people from raping 
and destruction. You will have to employ you of 
energies in protecting the south from British inv; Hi th 
sion. Sir, will tl:e little force you leave at home, th 
be able to oppose the power of British 74’s? Look lw 
at Copenhagen. It is true, sir, as honourable gentk. in 
men say, that I am secure beyond the Alleghany, de 
after the eastern states shall have fallen. Liberty}; col 
there secure! But as a member of this confederacy, Hm: 
I cannot consent to exchange my present situatin fe un 
for such a state of things. thr 

In relation to our pecuniary inability to rig spi 
an army, Mr. Sheffey entered into a detailed ca. of 
culation to shew, that the 30,000 troops proposed no’ 
by the bill which was passed this session, and th # We 
present bill, could not be set in motion with a lesssum fim tha 
than 45,000,000 of dollars. His statement he mat: tio 
from actual expenditures on the army in 1809, which Hi ins’ 
consisted of 6,800 men, and cost in that year upward fi Po! 


of three millions; or about 490 dollars each ma. 
It was true, that the house had an estimate on thei 
table which allowed to each man 170 dollars px 
annum: but they knew that estimates always fél 
short of the actual expenses by 100 per cent. i 
was the case in 1808. He said that this nation pnil 
for every thing one hundred per cent. more than any 
othernation. He did not know what became of tle 
money. Perhaps the rats eat it. ‘The expenses 0 
our republican administration amounted te a thin 
more than those of the profligate John Adam 
Supposing the war then to last three years, it woul! 
cost at least 130 millions, which would be equal 
one fifth of the annual proceeds of the labour and it 
dustry and soil of the whole people of the Unite 
States. The income of the British governmet 
was only one tenth, until it was doubled by thos 
friends of the people, Mr. Fox and others! kk 
asked for the objects of taxation, by which this vas 
sum could be raised. Where were they? The 
could not be found in the country. Including tt 
duties on importations from England, the reveiil? 
derived from imposts and tonnage during the li 
vear was only 7,500,000 dollars. But in war, wher 
should we have a commerce whence to derive ® 
venue? Would we go to the West-Indies which 
were in possession of the British? We could ™ 
then trade to the north of Europe, because we a | 
to go by the British channel. We should not i 
much commerce in Spain and Portugal; nor 1" 
Mediterranean; for the British were masters of 7 
Mediterranean. Would we go to British Ind# 
No. And our trade to China would not be wort 
a cent. He asserted that during this proposed wah 
our revenue from commerce would not amount 
two millions per annum. Where then, he rep 

were 2 to find 130 millions, to carry on this a7 
vagant Quixotic war? We could not borrow. The 
was not capital in the country; and if there "* 
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we could not borrow it without paying tlie A San 
annually, and giving some substantial secu!) , ex 
the ultimate redemption of the princip® i ok 
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system be eulogized, had been enabled to sustain her 


paper credit so long, was the one per cent. which 


had been thrown into the sinking fund, and was 
always applicable only to the redemption of the 


principal of her debt. This gave her creditors con- 


idence. He ridiculed the folly of engaging in the 


= ¢nciful project of invading Canada, to compel 


Great Britain to relinquish the orders in council, 
the relinquishment of which would not, he said 
produce a single salutary effect. He said our notion 
of honor was too fanciful. 

If this army was raised, and put into the hands 
of the executive, there might be danger. He knew 
thisnotion was out of fashion. But he adverted to 
the situation of our army at the close of the revo- 
Jution, and intimated that had it not been for Wash- 
ington we should now be groaning under a military 
despotism. The cloud which hovered over the 
country, had been dissipated by the genius of that 
man, Whose equal was not to be found, and who, 
under Divine Providence, had brought us safely 
through the revolution. War would damp the 
spirit of liberty. We were in former times afraid 
of armies; but it seemed they excited no alarm 
now. What had produced the change? Alas, alas! 
we were then out, and now in power. He feared 


that we were running the same race with that na- 


tion, from whom we derived our civil and political 
institutions. "We had seen the history of her Wal- 
poles, her Pultneys, her Fox’s, and Grenvilles.— 


S Man was but a man. 


He knew gentlemen would stare at him, when 
he contended that they were going to war against 
Great Britain, while she was struggling for the 
liberties of the world. But this had great weight 
onhis mind. She was the only pewer that stem- 
med the torrent of universal despotism. He had 
little experience in the human heart, who believed 
that there would remain any security for us after 
the maritime dominion, as well as the dominion of 
the land should be consecrated in the hands of the 
great Napoleon. These conquerors had always 
been the same. When they had subdued the world 
they sat down and shed tears because they could 
find no other world toconquer. Our victory over 
Great Britain would be our defeat. 

Gentlemen, to his surprise, had asked, what 
would be gained by peace? He would answer, hap- 
piness, prosperity, liberty and tranquility. Though 
deprived of foreign luxuries, .we were at this time 
the happiest and most prosperous nation upon whom 
the sun had ever shone. To complain was ingra- 
titude to that being who had given us liberty and 
security at home. Give me these, and take your 
orders in council; take your commerce to France 
—to the whole world. — 

_ Could he believe that war would compel the 
English cabinet to do us justice, he would unite 
cari and hand with gentlemen to declare it. But 
We should be misled in supposing it. We had laid 
‘in embargo and a non-interconrse, which, with 
“one reason, we thought would bring Great Bri- 
toasense of justice. Wehad been deceived. 
We could not starve nations out. The existence of 
"%e world did not depend upon our fiat. He was 
Daher: of the name of a statesman, who would 
, > Se na war without looking to the consequences. 


{t jer \r - . . 

ae mes us, Mr. Speaker, to remain in our pre- 
_ -dtttation: to let the present state of the world 
Pass yrs » T e . . 
the “Way. Until the great waters subside; until 


Pesta land marks re-appear, and the flood 
ray a ve gone. Desert not, I pray you, this your 
“x of safety. Embark not, sir, on the tempestu- 








ous ocean, whilst its billows are running moun- 
tain high. If you do, I fear you will sink to the 
pottom. ' 
Cahier . 

_ Mr. D. R. Williams in reply. 

Mr. Williams expatiated at length on all the topics 
involved in the bill before the house.* He observ- 
ed that it was natural; not only natural, but justi 
fiable, for gentlemen to be anxious to express their 
sentiments on measures of importance, more espe- 
cially of such vital importance as that now under 
consideration. The question was not merely on 
the passag’e of this bill; but the question was, shall 
we have war? He too felt objections to the details 
of the bill.. Its provisions were new. It organized 
an army ona new plan. It was not the plan of 
marshal Ney, as had been said. But he should 
vote for it; because he approved the principle upon 
which it had been brought forward. . Its adoption 
would produce war with Great Britain; and he 
was decidedly in favor of that measure. The only 
question was, would they repeal the non-importa- 
tion and go to war with France? or would they 
resist the orders in council? For however unplea- 
sant the fact might be to gentlemen, it was never- 
theless true that our faith was pledged to France; 
that to repeal the non-importation, would violate 
that faith which was yet pure and unconiiminated. 
He himself had no hand in producing this state of 
things; this was not, however, any reason why he 
should not help to take us out of it. But he was for 
resisting the orders in council in preference to re- 
pealing the non-importation. He should not enter 
into petty details of what was, or what was not 
done in 98. Shall Great Britain exercise an un- 
qualified supremacy over us? Shall we submit to 
her taxation; to that despotism which she has set 
up over us? Honored with a seat in this assembly 





a ——— eee 





* The American, from which we have copied Mr. 
Williams’ speech, as well as Mr. Sheffey’s, ha; 
the following remarks, (we presume) written by 
the reporter for that paper—who also acknow- 
ledges his disability to do justice to the speaker. 

“T cannot convey to you a just idea of the speecii 

of Mr. Wriuuiaxs, from South Carolina, in sup- 
port of this war measure. Noman whose mind 
was not feasted with the extatic delight which it af- 
forded can conceive its irresistible weight of argu- 
ment, its glowing pathos, its fire, its splendid dress, 
the impressive manner with which it was delivered, 
nor the Roman energy and overwhelming vehem- 
ence of the spesker’s elocution. This gentleman 
is an ornament to the councils of his country. His 
speech alternately excited indignant rage against the 
inveterate foe of the nation; contempt of those who 
had depreciated theirresources, and exalted the pow- 
er of the enemy; drew forth tears for the slaughter- 
ed East Indian, as well as American, and filled the 
grateful soul of the patriot with unspeakable fee}- 
ings, while the orator dwelt upon the noble virtue 
and brilliant achievements of our illustrious ances- 
tors of the revolution. You have seen and heard. 
Coorrr. The voice of Mr. Williams is more vi- 
gorous, more powerful, more commanding than 
that of this celebrated tragedian. I could perceive 
a striking resemblance between his manner, when 
he gave utterance to the bolder feelings of scorn and 
indignation, and the manner of Cooper. A more 
glorious exhibition of the powers of eloquence fas 
not been witnessed this session within the walls of 
the American capitol.” 
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by his country, should he bas’ely succumb to Bri- 
tish supremacy? or should he resist? It was not 
the question, were the Berlin and Milan decrees 
revoked? For whether they were or not, the Bri- 
tish orders would still be enforced. But shall we 
submit to carve out a channel for British manufac- 
tures and commerce to the continent of Europe? 
Shall we require, in her behalf, the abolition of all 
the domestic regulations of France and her allies? 
This was the «eee In such a state of things, 
he felt humbled that he was unable to give that:sup- 
port, on this floor, to the country, which the oc- 
casion afforded. Indeed, he felt humbled at the 
necessity of argument at all. But they were de- 


manded by the observations of the worthy and dis- 


tinguished gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Sheffey.) 
Of him he would say, “I respect the man; but I 
abhor his arguments.” Even that gentleman had 
confessed that against Great Britain we had ample 
cause of war. He would not go into a repetition 
of the nauseous details of British aggressions. No 
man could bear to hear the disgusting recital in 
this house. For notwithstanding the miserable 
slang that had been uttered by miserable wretches 
out of the house against the dominant party; there 
was not a solitary member who was not convinced 
of the numerous and aggravating causes of war 
which existed against that nation. 

Great Britain imposes a transit duty on your 
produce going to Europe. No, Iam wrong. The 
orders have been modified. Indeed! And has that 
proud unbending government, who is never driven 
from her purpose, say, gentlemen, yielded to a 
modification ot her principles? Sir, she confines 
vou to trade to what ports she pleases; she has 
intercepted you from the continent. Is this, I ask, 
in the name of God, sir, better than the imposition 
of a transit duty on your commerce? Sir, the 
British ministry found that in laying this duty, 
they had touched the spirit of the revolution. They 
saw in the burning of the gin at Baltimore, some 
thing like the destruction of the tea at Boston.— 
They had taken too rank hold upon you; they 
were obliged to change the mode of attack upon 
your commerce. But the objects of the war— 
what are they? The objects of the war are involved 
in its causes. The enfranchisement of your incar- 
cerated seamen, the liberation of the seas from 
British dominion—these, sir, are simply, and in a 
word, the objects of the war. Sir, she scorns to 
respect the rights of any nation. She advances in 
her pretensions upon every people that yield one 
inch to her. She claims the right of exclusive 
legislation over the ocean. Her acts of outrage 
have fixed a gangrene at our heart, which, if you 
submit, must continue to imposthumate, and soon 
issue in corruption and ruin. But, sir, you are 
told that your constitution is not calculated for war. 
And is it so, indeed? Then its glories—yes, sir, its 
brightest glories are gone forever, and my solici- 
tude for its fate has vanished with its virtues. But, 
sit, I do not believe it. What is your constitution, 
f pray you, Mr. Speaker? It unites and protects 
the various and peculiar interests of the different 
sections of this vast union. He really felt for 
New-England, whose right to navigate the ocean 
was involved in the proposed measures, when he 
heard it advanced that the eonstitution was incom- 
petent to protect that right Sy war: a right which 
was as exquisite io the heart of a New-Englander, 
as the right of holding slaves was to a southern man. 

The soil, it seems, has not been touched, and we 
must not go to war; m wotld be foreign conquest. 


British pirates too;---mind, sir, your soi 


ments? 


maintaining peace? No, sir. 


sacrifice your exports to England, worth 








The soil not touched, sir? yes, sir, the soil is touched 
Every farmer in the nation feels it; he feels that }j, 
plantation has been invaded, his produce des 
The export trade between Charleston and Bordeay, 
is as useful to him as the trade between Charlesto, 
and Boston. Let your bay and your river craf, 
your Potomac, your Chesapeake, Long  Islanj 
Sound, sir, be infested by piratés; wufpose then 
| would no 
then be touched! Further---Let your harbours }, 
blocked up, the castle of Boston levelled with th 
dust----still, sir, the soil would not be touched! Sup. 
pose invasion---you drive the invader into Canad; 
but you dare not go over; it would be foreign cop, 
quest----as much then as now, sir. Really, 
speaker, can gentlemen be serious in such ary. 


troyed. 


If the gentleman from North Carolina (M 
Stanford) will have a comparison between 798 anj 
now; if pounds, shillings and pence must goven 
us, let us see how it stands, For spoliations con. 
mitted by France at that time upon our merchan’, 
their claims, provided for by the treaty with her, 
amounted to 3,500,000 dollars. Since the conden. 
nation of the Fox by sir William Scott, niney 
others have been condemned, which valued at fify 
thousand each, will amount to upwards of fox 
millions of dollars, plundered from us in that short 
space of time by British cruisers. The captures ar 
daily increasing. In 1798 too, sir, we had a pra. 
ticable chance of maintaining our neutrality; no 
sonow. The treasures of the golden harvests 
neutral trade were borne into our country from ever 
part of the world. Where are they to be found 1», 
sir? We are jealous of an army. He wished no! 
to excite unpleasant feelings; but the nation did 
then fear, that the army was raised to break dow 
opposition. They thought that a great and poweriil 
state [Virginia] was to be humbled in dust au 
ashes; that the government was to be subvertei 
The states were robbed of their rights to appoit! 
officers for the volunteers that were raised. Yes 
sir, I say they were robbed of their right. But 
all these powerful motives exist at this time is 


The honourable gentleman then entered into cal. 
culations to prove the fallacy of those made by tt 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Sheffey.) He & 
hibited a view of the exports and imports 0! the 
United States during several years preceding 18\5 
at one time the balance of trade was 14 or 19 ml 
lions in favour of Great Britain. He asked, whev? 
did our merchants derive the means to pay tt 
British this great balance? The answer was €*): 
They had pushed their trade into all parts of t 
world, which had enabled them to make good the! 
deficiencies in the British trade. The orders ” 
council had deprived them of that resouce: they 
had reduced their exports to France and Holland ” 
two or three millions; and yet the gentleman from 
Virginia had made the effects of these ordeis 0 
justify the orders themselves, 2nd our submission t0 
them. It was the deadly efficacy of these orders 
which had reduced our exports to the continent ¥ 
amere trifle. But, said the gentleman, would ) 


39 mil 


lions, for your two millions to France? Sw; youl 
custom-house books might show an export of va 
ty-two millions to Great-Britain But what } & 
fact? Why, sir, your merchants cannot fina sale ' 
that country for more than a fifth of their produc 
their tobacco and cotton. The balance which “ 


might send you would be a dead loss. Ask you! 
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cotton planters, and your tobacco raisers and mer- 
chants, what has become of their crops for 1810 and 
1811? They are rotting ontheir hands This is the 
effect of the orders in council. I, sir, know—I 
feel their effects myself. 

But will you go to war for honor—a mere bubble, 
a phantom? Really, sir, I cannot believe that the 

ntleman from Virginia was serious in asking this 
uestion. Is that proud virtue which must be so dear 
to the gentleman himself as an individual; is it to 
be treated with disrespect, to be utterly discarded, 
when the concerns of the nation come to be consi- 
dered? Of what is the nation composed? Of brutes, 
sir, or men—high minded men, honourable men, 
descendants of honorable ancestors? Is honor to be 
thus scouted out of this*house? Sir, we are on the 
high road to ruin, when the interest of individuals 
are made, by calculations, to be a variance with 
those of the nation, or its government. Such doc- 
trine must destroy you. But it seems, this honor 
is nothing, because we pay tribute to the Barbary 
powers. The genteman will excuse me, sir, if Isay 
that I did not suppose he could steop to use such an 
argument. It is even destitute of originality. The 
gentleman says we have purchased from France the 
privilege of going to England: we have purchased 
of Napoleon our passage to England? Sir, I had 
thought that that gentleman Knew better. He 
must be too honourable himself to suspect others of 
such dastardly conduct. Did we not offer the same 
terms to England which France accepted? And 
how, sir, can the gentleman say we have purchased 
from France a right to go to England? I cannot 
think that he could be guilty ef believing such an 
insinuation himself. It was not a fact. We had 
even gone much farther in conceding to England 
than to France. Onr minister there had begged 
and entreated the repeal of the orders in council, 
until the nation was supposed by mary to have 
been disgraced by his supplications. I did not 
‘think that he was wrong. 

But we must not go to war with this England; 
she was fighting for her existance! If her existence, 
sir depends on our destruction, then, I say, down 
let her go. She is contending for the liberties of 
the world too, it seems. I would as soon have ex- 
pected to hear that the devil had espoused the cause 
of, Christianity! (an universal burst of Laughter _) 
Sir, we may trace her progress for years through 
blood! Did she raise the standard of liberty in In- 
dia? Was it for liberty that she offered up to the 
sword so many human hecatombs on the plains of 
Indostan? Was it to plant the standard of liberty in 
this country, that she immolated even infant inno- 
cence during the war of the revolution? Is it to 
extend or secure the blessings of freedom to us, 
that the fireside and the cradle are exposed to savage 
Meurs.ons in the west at this time? He scouted the 
absurd idea. 


lA! . * 
When the war should be commenced, he said it 


the American people when they should be called into 

action. 

But armies are to subvert our liberties.~The gen- 

tleman from Virginia might have spared the insinu- 
ation which he had uttered against the revolutiona- 
ry army. That army was true to the core. The 
letters of Newburgh had proved it.. Those letters 
also proved that there were traitors e where— 
He felt the profoundest adoration, if adoration of 
men are justifiable, to that patriotic body of men, 

who had achieved the revolution: and Washington 

himself, justly as he hai been described “sancu- 
tuary of a nation’s best love,” could, at no time 

during the war, have become a successful usurper. 

No, sir, impossible. But we must submit to every 
indignity, it seemed, every daring invasion of our 

rights; we must not make war, because, if we do, | 
armies must be raised; the government Would be 

subverted; the vail of the temple of the constitu- 

tion might be rent in twain, 


The Chronicle. 


BattTrmore, January 11, 1812. 
JamEs Barspovur. Esq. of Orange county, (speaker 
of the house of delegates) has been elected govern- 
or of Virginia, in the place of the lamented Groner 
W Smita, 

The Bank of Virginia has declared a half yearly 
dividend of six per centum. 

John Wood, of Richmond, well known to the 
public for his lalents, has been appointed professor 
of mathematics in the college of William and Mary. 

At a meeting of the American Philosophical Soci- 
ety, held at their hall in Philadelphia the 3d instant, 
the following officers were duly elected: 

President—Thomas Jefferson. 

Vice Presidents—Caspar Wistar, Benjamin S. 
Barton, Robert Patterson. ! 

Seeretaries—Thomas C. James, Thomas T. Hew- 
son, Nathaniel Chapman, Joseph Cloud. 

Counsellors for three years—Rev. Nicholas Col- 
lin, Benjamin Rush, Wm. Tilghman, Andrew El- 
licott. 

Curators—Jolin R. Smith, Zaccheus Collins, Rob- 
ert Hare. 

Treasurer—John Vaughan. 

The officers of the navy and marine corps, are 
ordered by the head of that department to wear 
crape on the left arm and sword hilt for one month 
as a tribute of respect to the memory of commodore 
Nichoison, senior officer in the navy of the United 
States, lately deceased at Boston. 

The legislature of Georgia have appropriated 
10,000 dollars towards erecting a penitentiary. 

English bank notes —We are informed (says the 
Belfast News-Letter) that Robert Bateson, esq. of 
Orange field, has most generously allowed the ten- 
antry of his extensive estates in the county of Down, 
to pay their rents in BANR NoTES, without charging 








, } ° . ? > r 
Would, it must be carried on -be the expence what! any discount. We also understand, that he has tak- 


itmight, We should probably always find revenue 
OF taxes—and he was for iaxes, if they could not 
be done without—to pay at least the interest on the 
loans which it would be necessary to obtain. We 
need but appeal to the patriots, the spirits of the 
dead to ascertain whether war could be prosecuted 
by this 
rontemplated war, he said, on Great Britain, would 
the Rote Preerure on her manufactures and on 
and th voy © cultivation of her West India islands, 
~ le Conquest of her province. ‘The falls ot 


>. 
~*  f. ita Bh “ry\¥ } " a2 af 
‘Sra Could be resisted with as much success as 


nation with success. The effects of the! p: 


‘en bank notes for some time past at alow discouut.” 


General Moreau’s splendid mansion at Morris- 
ville, with the green house, &c. was destroyed by 
tire on the morning of the 25th ult. The fire was 
accidental and origininated in the green house. A 
part of his furniture was saved, but many valuable 
ipers lost. 

On the 2ist ult. the house of Mr. Fetterman, 
(Mifiintown Penn.) was consumed by fire—his 
taurghter and a hired girl perished in the flames! 
the mother nearly lost her Jife in endeayoyring t 





/save them. : 
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Despatches from Mr. Barlow, our minister at 
France have reached Washington. It is stated that 
the aspect of our concerns in that country are flat- 
tering, though nothing positive had been done, 
owing, perhaps, to the absence of the emperor. 

The presidents of several of the banks in this 
city have offered 41000 reward for the apprehension 
of a person who passes by the name Seneca Page, 
or Parker, who formerly kept a livery stable in 
Boston—“He is a tall slender young man, of light 
or fair complexion, and stutters or stammers in his 
speech.” He is supposed to be one of the gang of 
counterfeiters lately infesting this and the neighbor- 
ing states, and doing dusiness on a grand scale. 

' We have no European intelligence since our last. 

REGISTER OF THE DEAD—We published in our 
last a list of 72 victims who have perished in the 
late calamitous conflagration. To these should 
have been added the name of James Edmonson, a 
free mulatto boy, who expired afterwards. 

We have now to subjoin the name of Mr. John: 
Shaub; who died yesterday morning, at the house 
of Charles Beck and co. of this city. 

His furieral was conducted under the eye of the 
committee of arrangement, to the “devoted spot.” 

Rich. Enquirer. 
Among the acts passed at the late session of the le- 
gislature of South Carolina, we notice the follow- 

Ing; 

yn act to establish Free Schools throughout the 
state. 

An act to authorise the commissioners of the 
Orphan House of Charleston, to select the number 
of youths therein mentioned from those educated 
and maintained on the bounty of that institution, 
who shall be allowed to complete their education at 
the South Carolina college. 

An act to prevent any citizen of this state, from 
being sent to jail until he be heard by himself or 
counsel. 

An act to make appropriations for the support of 
a professor of chemistry in the South Carolina 
college. 





= Ee 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, January 9.—A motion was made By 
Mr. Porter, that the house recede from their amend- 





The Editor’s Department. 
WAR orn PEACE! 

War with Great Britain, or and adjustment of 
differences with her, will shortly ensue, and the 
people ought to make their calculations upon it. Ip 
the vote to raise an additional army of 25,000 men 
we consider the Rubicon as passed, and that con, 
gress, without ‘fidle debate,” will proceed to do, aj} 
that in them lies to prepare the country for the crisis. 
It is supposed, that on the return of the Hornet, 
which may be expected early in March, that war 
will be formerly declared, if the propositsons she 
Carried out are not immediately agreed to, without 
further intrigue, equivocation or delay—and in the 
meantime, that all the details necessary to offensive 
or defensive war will be forwarded with as much 
expedition as possible. 

It is the opinion of some that the British wil] 
recede, while many believe that her pride will make 
her persist in injustice, and cause her to hazard the 
contest. Be this as it may, one fact is evident; if 
the United States shall “unbury the tomahawk, 
which has been so long hid,” that it will truly be a 
war of the people of America against the government 
of England; the fragment of population seated in 
some of our sea ports and opposed to a reclamation 
of our rights, are too contemptible to be considered 
as affecting this general proposition. From all 
quarters of the country—from the mountain tops 
of the interior, we have a common expression of 
the public will. 

This almost universal disposition for war in such 
a peace loving people as the Americans, augurs a 
favourable result. The man who deliberately enters 
upon a measure, assured of the necessity of accom- 
plishing it, is not easily repulsed. 

The frigate Congress, says the National Intelli- 
gencer, having undergone a thorough repair, last 
summer, has, arrived at Norfolk, completely 
fitted for service. ((fMany people begin to think 
that the Congress convened at Washington has also 
been somewhat repaired since the last session— 
seeing almost one half of its members (or timéers) 
have been removed. F 

(7 With an unceasing Cesire to cheapen the 
Reeister by rendering it more and more valuable, 
and a due regard for the liberality of the public, 





















\ 
















ments to the bill of the senate for raising 25,000 ad- 
ditional troops. Mr. Wright, Mr. Little, Mr. | 
Grundy and others supported the motion—Mr. Smi- | 
lie, Mr. Johnson and others opposed it. 


Mr. Randolph made a motion superceding that of | 
Mr. Porter, namely for an indefinite postponement 
of the bill. Mr. Randolph spoke about two hours, 
against the bill and against war. Among other 
things he declared the bill to be in opposition to the | 
wishes of the administration. 





The yeas and nays were taken on indefinite post- 
ponement, and were—ayes 29—nays 98. 

The question on receding from the first amend- 
ment, the proviso to the first section, then recurred, 
and was taken by ayes and noes, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 67—noes 69. 

Question on receding from the second amend- 
ment the three additional seciions, 25, 26 and 27, 
aided by the house to the bill. The question was 
divided and taken on the different sections, sepa- 
rately. On the 25th section—ayes 63—noes 61.— 
26th section—ayes 49--noes 76. 27th section— 
ayes 61—noes 60. So that the house have receded 
from all their amendments, except the 26th section. 

Adjourned, half past 4 o’clack. 
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a supplement accompanies this number, which we 
would have issued without particular notice except 








{ 
it were necessary to say—that, as for about four : 
weeks we shall be fully engaged in re-printing 
certain numbers of the Register, now nearly ex- 
hausted, it will not be in our power to give another ‘ 
extra for that time—unless something important 
should occur. ‘There are yet to be inserted a great 
deal of official matter, which with the current affairs : 
of the time will fully occupy the paper and generally : 
exclude articles in manuscript prepared or pre- t 
paring for the work. We expect shortly to receive 
our small tupe, and have room to embrace evely . 
subject, original proposed. ‘ 

The proceedings of Congress, with the speeches . 
of Messrs. Sheffey and Williams, having made (( p 
use a printer’s term) a great deal more than ws i 
at first supposed, have shoved out several things ™ . 
type which ought tohave been inserted inthisnumbet. bi 

Some of our friends fear we may inundate the® d 
with cengressional speeches and political matter. AS i 
to the first, there are not many more that we expect ‘ 


to publish at length; and we shall dismiss the 
cumulated mass of the latter as briefly as we 
so as to preserve those things which must, * 


should be, preserved, for reference. 











